Dairy Farm Safety Project
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Chris Mondak, Iowa State University Extension Dairy Specialist Summary Through a multi-state university Extension effort in the I-29 corridor region, a bilingual farm safety training program was delivered to dairy farm employees and owners on 40 farms between March -August 2009. Forty farms in the region including NW Iowa, eastern South Dakota, western Minnesota, and eastern Nebraska participated in the project. The project was made possible through a grant from North Central Risk Management Education Center, supplemented with funds from the Midwest Dairy Consortium.
Project Goals
The RME-Farm Safety Project -"A Farm Safety Training Program on Human Risk Management for Dairy Producers and Hispanic Employees" was designed to accomplish these 2 general goals: 1. Increase dairy owners' and dairy employees' knowledge and awareness about safety risks, safe work practices, and resources for farm safety and worker well-being. 2. Inform and encourage dairy owners to create a "culture of safety" on their dairy farms as part of daily dairy farm operations. 
Summary of Work Accomplished
Results and Discussion
• Farm owners reported increased awareness and knowledge about common dairy farm safety risks by means of interview comments post-workshop, or by means of awareness self-assessment form.
• Many farm owners took action to make specific changes to improve safety risk management on their farms. This list summarizes the specific safety risk management actions that owners implemented as a result of things they learned from the On- Extension educators collaborating on this project gained understanding about effective on-farm employee training sessions, and about the value of having a bilingual educator involved in the planning and delivery. Additionally, this project came to the attention of the High Plains Intermountain Center for Agricultural Health and Safety, who invited the project leaders to attend a special workshop on dairy farm safety topics in Fall 2009. As a consequence of increased knowledge about resources, coupled with awareness of needs to offer employee and employer training, plans are now underway to prepare another dairy farm safety project to build on accomplishments of this project. Target start time of the next set of dairy farm safety workshops is summer 2010.
